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PUBLISHED WEEKLY. overflowing with joyful praise, in the remem-| ‘‘She had had no visitor, it is true; but she 
TT . .,/brance of his love, exhibited in new mercies|told me that she had needed none, and that 
d 2. ; ; ; ‘ aa 
Fa cunen ae cause vouchsafed me. May-be he had delayed my|she had experienced an intense longing the 
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Postage on those sent by mail visit until he had put a new song in my mouth. | day before to see me again, feeling that her 
oe . : “She listened to me in profound silence,|/time was short. 

Subscriptions and Payments received by her wistful eyes and intelligent countenance} “ My hour was come now to listen to her, 

JOHN 8. STOKEY, expressed the interest with which she fol-|which [ did in silent wonder and praise. She 


lowed the recital. 

“ A week passed by before I saw her again ; 
she seemed peaceful, but was silent as to her- 
self. In spite of the visible inroad of disease, 

‘ , For “The Friend.” | and the expectation of every one, life was pro 
Incidents and Reflections.—No. 33. longed. She was evidently nearing home, but 

There is mach instruction and encourage-|the body alone exhibited decay; her mind 
ment to the sincere disciple of our Lord, in |seemed to me to gather power, and her patient 
the account given by Anna Shipton of one/|trustful spirit proclaimed the source of her 
whom she describes as ‘‘ the handsome, busy,|peace and cheerfulness. Nor was this all. 
thoughtless wife of a thriving tradesman,” |Some who bad visited her when she was first 
residing in one of the smaller towns on the|laid low in her sickness held errors in doc- 
coast of England, which was a place of resort|trine, which she rejected as contrary to the 
for invalids. A. Shipton was then a severe|simplicity of the gospel. She did not shrink 
sufferer from disease, she became much con-|from witnessing for the truth, even though 
cerned for the spiritual welfare of this woman, |she was aware that she should forfeit the favor 
and sent religious works to her, which she|they had shown her; nor did she withhold 
promised to read. But her efforts and prayers|her testimony to the light which had shone 
seemed fruitless, and she left the place with-|on her own heart. 
out receiving any evidence of a blessing hav-| “The fogs and frosts of departing winter 
ing rested on her exertions. kept me a close prisoner to my room, but 

Three years afterwards, she returned to the|they did not seem seriously to affect my poor 
same town and was requested to call on an|neighbor. I had not been able to visit her for 
invalid, whose death was daily anticipated.|weeks. All I heard of her was very cheering, 
She replied that it was impossible that day.|and she often let me know that I was not for- 
“To-morrow it may be too late,” was the re-|gotten. Frequently she sent me flowers for 
joinder, with something of reproach in the|my table, which she loved to arrange herself; 
tone. No anxious thought crossed her mind,|and there was always a text enfolded in them, 
as she replied: “Not so. If it is really need-| which she had sought for me out of the heav- 
fal for me to see her, she will not die to-day.” |enly treasury, that came freshly and with 

Another and yet another day passed before| power to my heart, proving who had guided 
she could leave the house, but her mind was|her in the choice. 
kept in peace, knowing that the sick woman| ‘“ Three weeks had passed since I had seen 
was not dependent on an instrument laid aside|her, and I heard less of her, owing to the ab- 
by the Lord. sence of a friend who had been in the habit 

When the day came in which she was free jof visiting her. One night I dreamed that she 
to go to the invalid, she found her very weak|had died at four o’clock that morning, desir- 
and depressed. She thus describes the visit:|ing in vain to see me, to bid me farewell ; and 

“T did not ask ber a question relative to her|yet I thought I set off to see her, and arrived 
state. I listened to what she was disposed to|too late—she was dead. 
tell me, which was very brief. ‘‘ awoke in great distress of mind and sent 

“ As I sat by her bedside, I simply related |to inquire for her, and heard that there was 
the grace and goodness of the Lord to myself;|no change in her symptoms. 
the assurance* of salvation which he had| “I determined, if possible, to go to her that 
given me in [the Scripture], and which he/day. It was a dark, gloomy morning, witha 
had enabled me to lay hold of by faith ; and|chill, steady rain, that gave no hope of clear- 
the fellowship which had arisen out of thisjing away. I waited in vain for some cessa- 
assurance. tion. Satan was busy in suggesting that an- 

“T spoke of Jesus as I was then experienc-|other day would do as well, when the weather 
ing bim, a very present help. My heart was | would be better, and I less suffering, and that 
the dream was folly. 

“Bat I could not rest; my heart was with 
the sitk one whom Jesus loved. Thinking 


recalled the days to which I had never myself 
alluded, when I sent her the tracts and books ; a 
for before the close of my first visit I had a 
recognized her as the prosperous tradesman’s 4] 
wife. it 

“She acknowledged the love of the Lord in 
laying his hand upon her just as the object of al 
her life’s labor was within her grasp, and for qi 
which she had nearly bartered her priceless 
treasure. 

“¢ One Sunday,’ she said, ‘I was pacing the a 
garden path of the cottage where we lived % 
away from the shop, andas I walked I thought q 
to myself, We have made more money this 
year than last, and next year we shall make rf 
more. Then we shall take a large house, and 
have a larger shop: that will bring us more 
money still. And then we shall be able to 4 
build a house for ourselves, and have a garden. 4 
“ And then”—said a voice—‘“ you will die!” 
I was so startled thatI trembled. Itwasthe  . 
voice of the Spirit in my heart, but I did not | 
know it. I had never felt nor heard any- 
thing like it before, but it was as clear as my 
thought, and so distinct that I turaed quickly 
round, thinking that I must have spoken 
aloud, and a listener have overheard me; but 
I was alone. It was the hour of afternoon ser- | 
vice; I listened, not a footstep could [ hear. 

[ said, “ This is all fancy! No, I shall not die! 
Why should 1? I am strong and well, and ] 
then I have my children to look after.’’’ wl 

“ But from this time the first symptoms of 
this terrible malady began to appear, the mes- 
senger of mercy, whom the Lord had sent to 
prepare the way before him. 

“The development of her spiritual life was 
deeply absorbing to me. ‘She spoke with a 
power such as I had never witnessed in her 
before. [I could but marvel at the growth that 
the latter rain had produced. She had never 
given me such outspoken and entire confi- vf 
dence; now it was unrestrained and free. | 

*“* And how were you led to this rest in 
Jesus ?’ I said, longing to trace the course of 
God's wonderful dealings with her. 

“She was silent for a minute, and then 
turned towards me, and looked fully in my 
face with intense earnestness. Her cheeks 
were flushed with the energy with which she 
had spoken, and her dark eyes glistened with 
tears. She raised her emaciated hand, and 
laid it tenderly on my shoulder, while she 
said in a tone of grateful affection I shall 
never forget— 
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* This “ assurance of salvation” applies only to those 
who through submission to the work of Divine Grace 
in their hearts, receive power to become the children of . : 
God. This is shown by such texts as these: “ He that that perhaps owing to the inclement weather 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have/she might be lonely, or needing something 
the light of life ;” “ If we walk in the light, as [God] is|that I could procure for her, I sent for a car-| “*‘ What! and do you really not know?” 

Fa ee aye tetOw AP ghe with another ; and | riage, and did not breathe in freedom until I) “‘No, indeed, I replied. ‘I thought it 

all sin.” “He that saith, I know [Christ] and oped found myself by the side of her bed, in the| was’— ‘ at) ; 4 

not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not|Sa2me place where I had first spoken to her “* Yourself !’ she said, interrupting me. ‘I 
of my precious Lord. thought you knew it long ago, or I should 




















in him.” 
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have told you. The first day you came to me, 
if you remember, you related to me what the 
Lord had done for you, what he was to you. 
I saw that you believed him, and were happy 
in his love. I was always doubting; and 
when you left me I was more downcast than 
ever. At last it came to my mind that all he 
was to you he was willing to be to me, and it 
soon became my daily prayer that he would 
give me all he had given you.’ 

“For the first time I heard her pray, and 
the fullness and faith of that last petition 
seemed to bring eternal realities very near. 
She thanked the Lord again and again for 
sending me, and said she was longing to see 
me, and prayed for me in touching supplica- 
tion. And then I rose to go. She embraced 
me, as for a long parting, and said, 

“«The only text I have for you is the one I 
get so often for you when I pray: “ Through 
much tribulation you must enter into the king- 
dom of God.” Yes,’ she concluded slowly and 
sadly, ‘‘‘Much tribulation !” and I believe you 
will have it.’ But, after a pause, she added 
with a bright smile, ‘ You will come in bring- 
ing your sheaves with you. I shall be look- 
ing out for you there!’ And she glanced up- 
ward ; ‘ Don’t forget me!’ 

“ And so we parted. 

*“ At four o’clock the following morning the 
Lord sent for her who had thus looked to him 
for peace and rest; and now she waits with 
Him.” 


The Dark Day. 

For several days before the 19th of 5th mo. 
1780, the air was full of vapors, as we often 
see it when fires are raging in the woods near 
us, and the sun and moon appeared red, and 


their usual clear light did not reach us, es- 
pecially when rising and setting. The winds 
blew chiefly from the southwest and north- 
east, and the weather was cold and clear. 
The morning of the 19th was cloudy and in 
many places slight showers fell, sometimes 
accompanied by thunder and lightning; but 
as the sun arose it did not increase the light, 
and the darkness deepened and deepened, 
until the children standing before the tall 
clocks could not see to tell the time, and 
older people peering over the almanac were 
not able to distinguish the letters. The birds 
sang their evening songs and flew to their 
nests in the woods, the poultry hurried to 
their roosts, while the cattle in the fields 
uttered strange cries and leaped the stone 
fences to gain their stalls, and the sheep all 
huddled together bleating piteously. 

The clouds were in some places of a light 
red, yellow and brown; the leaves on the 


from the springs and low lands; one column 
he particularly noticed rapidly ascending far 
above the highest hills, then it spread into a 
large white cloud and sailed off to the west- 
ward; asecond cloud formed in the same way 
from the same springs, but did not rise as 
high as the first, and a third formed fifteen 
minutes afterward. 

So unwholesome was this vapor that small 
birds were suffocated in it, and many of them 
were so frightened and stupefied that they 
flew into the houses, adding to the fears of 
ignorant people, who considered it a bad sign 
for a bird to enter a dwelling. 

The commencement of the darkness was 
between ten and eleven in the forenoon (when 
the men were busy in the fields and offices 
and work-shops, the women spinning, weav- 
ing and preparing dinner, and the children at 
school or helping their fathers and mothers 
at home), and it continued until the middle 
of the following night; but the degree of 


formation concerning this memorable day, 
and Dr. Tenny wrote an account of what he 
learned while on a journey from the East to 
Pennsylvania. He says the deepest darkness 
was in Essex county, Massachusetts, the lower 
part of New Hampshire, and the eastern por. 
tion of Maine (where my great-grandmother 
lived). In Rhode Island and Connecticut it 
was not so great; in New Jersey, peculiar 
clouds were observed, but the darkness was 
not uncommon, and in the lower parts of 
Pennsylvania nothing unusual was observed, 

It extended as far north as the American 
settlements, and westward to Albany, but its 
exact limits could not be ascertained. 

In Boston the darkness continued fourteen 
or fifteen hours, varying in duration at other 
places. * 

As it was impossible to attribute the dark- 
ness to an eclipse, the wise people formed 
many theories respecting it ; being convinced 
that it was due to immense fires in the woods, 


darkness varied; in some places the disk of| winds blowing in opposite directions, and to 


the sun was seen when the darkness was the 
most dense. 

Lights were seen burning in all the houses, 
and the people passing out-of-doors carried 
torches and lanterns, which were curiously 
reflected on the overhanging clouds, 

Thousands of people were sure that the 
end of the world had come; many dropped 
their work and fell on their knees to pray, 
others confessed to their fellows the wrongs 
they had done, and endeavored to make res- 
titution. 

The meeting-houses were crowded, and 
neighborhood prayer meetings were formed, 
and the ministers and old church members 
prayed long prayers, mentioning the nations 
and individuals of Bible times who had been 
destroyed on account of their sins, and begged 
that as God spared the great city of Nineveh 
when it repented, so He would forgive them, 
cheer them again by the light of the sun, and 
give victory to their armies. 

It is said that the Connecticut Legislature 
being in session, the members became terrified 
when they could not see each other’s faces, 
and a motion was made to adjourn, when — 
Davenport arose and said :— 

“ Mr. Speaker, it is either the day of judg- 
ment or it is not. If it is not, there is no 
need of adjourning. If it is, I desire to be 
found doing my duty. I move that candles 
be brought, and that we proceed to business.” 

All the shivering, frightened people began 
now to look forward to evening, hoping that, 
as the moon rose full at nine o’clock, her light 
would penetrate the gloom ; butall the children 
who coaxed to sit up and see her grew very 


trees and the grass in the meadows were of|sleepy, their strained eyes were not rewarded 


the deepest green, verging on indigo, the 
brightest silver seemed tarnished, and every- 
thing that is white in the sunlight bore a 
deep yellow hue. 

The rain, also, was unlike any other rain, 
and it set all the people to wondering as 
they dipped it from tubs and barrels ; for a 
scum formed on it resembling burnt leaves, 
emitting a sooty smell, and this same sub- 
stance was seen on streams and rivers, es- 
pecially the Merrimac, where it lay four or 
five inches thick, for many miles along its 
shore. 

Another peculiarity was the vapor; in many 
localities it descended to the earth from high 
in the atmosphere ; but at one point a gentle- 
man saw the vapors, at nine o’clock, rising 


by her beautiful beams, for at eight in the 
evening the darkness was total; one could 
not distinguish between the earth and the 
heavens, and it was impossible to see a hand 
before one’s face. 

Then all the weary children were sent to 
bed after the most honest prayers that they 
had ever prayed, and the older people sat up 
to watch for the light that never before had 
appeared so glorious. r 

And never dawned a fairer morning than 
the 20th, for the sun that opened the flowers 
and mirrored itself in the dew drops, brought 
the color again to the children’s faces, and 
filled every heart with confidence. 

After the darkuess had passed, several per- 
sons traveled about to gather all possible in- 


the condition of the vapors; but Herschel 
says: “The dark day in northern America 
was one of those wonderful phenomena of 
nature which will always be read of with 
interest, but which philosophy is at a loss to 
explain.”—<St, Nicholas. 


>. a 


For “The Friend.” 
Thoughts and Feelings. 
THE TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 

“Train up a child in the way he should go” 
—the duty of every parent—has respect both 
to this life and to that which is to come—to 
time and to eternity. It is sosolemn and im- 
perative an obligation, and withal so reason- 
able and expedient, that no parent can, with 
impunity, shuffle it off upon, or transfer it to 
any one else. For whether duly discharged 
or not, asin His sight “whose eyes run to 
and fro throughout the whole earth, to show 
himself strong on behalf of them whose heart 
is perfect toward him,” it will nevertheless 
be required at the hands of every one, accord- 
ing to the measure of grace and ability given, 
who is placed in sach a fearfully responsible 
position. He who not only is strong, but is 
strength, yea, whose “strength is made perfect 
in weakness,” will give to every one the quali- 
fication and ability needed herein, as they are 
engaged in childlike dependence and simpli- 
city to ask it of Him. For how applicable is 
the testimony of the apostle James: “If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth 
not ; and it shall be given him.” 

Under the old and less perfect covenant, 
the duty of parents, respecting the first com- 
mandment, was thus imperatively enjoined 
upon Israel : “ These words which I command 
thee this day, shall be (first) in thine heart: 
and (next) thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down 
and when thou risest up.” Subsequently, 
from the Most High, also through Moses, is 
this injunction : ‘Gather the people together 
* * that they may hear, and that they may 
learn, and fear the Lord your God, &c.; and 
that their children, which have not known 
any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the 
Lord your God,” &. Now can any one sup- 
pose, under a new covenant of light and 
life, of which Christ Jesus is the High Priest 
and Mediator, that parents would, recognizing 
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the power of His anointing, from any cause 
be exonerated from seeking diligently to in- 
struct their tender and susceptible offspring 
where the Saviour by the still small voice of 
His inspeaking Spirit makes himself known 
as the way, the truth, and the life? as well as 
how He manifests himself by the drawing 
cords of His love? or that they can in any 
wise be excused from prayerfully interceding 
with a beneficent and loving Father in heaven 
for the Light of His dear Son to guide, and 
for their preservation, as for that of their own 
souls? Nay ; it stumbles belief. For in what 
other way, it may be asked, can the Scripture 
precept be fulfilled, ‘Train up a child in the 
way he should go?” or the no less compre- 
hensive and important one: “Fathers pro- 
voke not your children to wrath: but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” 

Nothing is more true than that parents 
cannot confer grace. But they can by their 
daily lives, their upright, consistent, godly 
conversation and walk before their children, 
manifest that they themselves fully believe in 
Christ Jesus as the Saviour of the world, and 
that whole-hearted obedience to the revela- 
tions of his Holy Spirit to the soul as our 
guide into all truth, is, as a primary duty, ob- 
ligatory on all. And if they do this, if the 
truth as it is in Jesus, dwells duly and au- 
thoritatively in their own hearts in the first 
place, they cannot avoid, as was required un- 
der the Law of Moses, the earnest Christian 
desire to “teach them diligently unto their 
children ;” neither of talking, of what so in- 
timately concerns our salvation, at proper 
times and under a fresh feeling of their value 
to their children and families. For as is writ- 
ten : ‘* Of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh.” 


away their heavenward influence, their timejis readily acted upon by acids, and salts of| colored. 


and their talents upon the gratifications of 
this poor, fleeting world ; if they sadly choose 
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of both of whom, walked not in the ways of|it will be shown by a bright yellow color, due 


Truth. But while the house of the former 
was severely judged, because he only advised 
against wrong, but did not restrain ; the other 
escaped reprimand, so far as we know, though 
his sons “ walked not in his ways;” no doubt 
in that he endeavored to act uprightly in re- 
spect to them. 

It is the fervent desire of the writer, to en- 
courage and strengthen the hands of parents, 
whatever be the discouragements or the diffi- 
culties they may have to contend with in the 
training and restraining of their precious 
charge. Believing that as they seek diligently 
after a wisdom better than their own, and 
which is profitable to direct in every good 
word and work, firstly for themselves, that 
they will thus be helped and made instru- 
mental to the godly rearing of their children 
in the way they should go, unto their becom- 
ing useful in their day and generation, as that 
both may receive the welcome salutation at 
last, “* Well done, good and faithful servant ;” 
“ Kat thou the fruit of thy doings.” 


—_——~2—____ 


Lead Poisoning from Tin Dishes. 
Attention has recently been called to a new 
risk of chronic poisoning by the old enemy, 
lead. What we call “tin” vessels—that is, 


to the formation of iodide of lead. 

It is stated by Dr. Kedzie that a peculiar 
kind of tin plate, the coating of which is 
largely made up of lead, is coming into gen- 
eral use for roofing, eaves troughs, and con- 
ductors ; and it is suggested that much of this 
lead will eventually be dissolved and find its 
way into household cisterns. Susceptible per- 
sons may be poisoned by washing in the lead- 
charged water, and all whodriok it, even after 
it is filtered, are in danger of chronic lead 
poisoning. There is also risk in the use of 
glazed earthen vessels, if, as is often the case, 
the glazing contains oxide of lead.—Boston 
Journal of Chemistry. 





*Twas only a Bone.—Aye, and only a very 
small bone, too—just a tiny fish-bone, but it 
well-nigh cut short the life of one of the party 
at the supper table. Probably the friend of 
whom I write was talking at the time of eat- 
ing, which is rather hazardous, during the fish 
course, at any rate. Feeling there was some- 
thing amiss, the friend in question hastily left 
the table, in order, if possible, to dislodge the 
tiny bone which had stopped in her throat. 
Not reappearing as expected, those previously 
seated with her followed, and to their utter 
dismay, found her in the most pitiable state 


sheet iron coated with tin—are in daily use|jmaginable. Quite unable to articulate, and 
in every household in the land. They are |at the same time equally unable to free her- 
cheap, durable, and convenient, and have been \self of the encumbrance, she was becoming 
considered perfectly safe for the thousand|more and more exhausted, so much so that 
culinary purposes to which they are devoted. |she felt that, unless in some way or cther re- 
They are safe ifthe tin plate is honestly made;||ieved, she would die! To use ber own words, 
but unfortunately this is not always to be|she thought that in a few minutes sho would 
counted upon. Tin is comparatively cheap, |fall at their feet a corpse! Under the circum- 
but lead is cheaper; and an alloy of the two|stances no doctor could be obtained, on ac- 


metals may be used in the place of the dearer} count of distance. 


Meanwhile her face and 


one, with profit to the manufacturer, though |throat swelled to an enormous extent, and 
But, on the other hand, if parents fritter| with serious detriment to the user. The alloy|became almost black, so greatly was it dis- 


lead are thus introduced into food. 
The Michigan State Board of Health has 


to take up their rest here; if the cares of this|lately been investigating this subject, having 
life, the deceitfulness of riches, and the love|been led to do so by a letter from a physician, 
of other things be permitted to choke the|who found that certain cases of what bad 
good seed sown in themselves, or beguile un-|been taken for chorea were really paralysis 
duly their care and attention, to the neglect|agitans, which could be traced to this kind of 


of the one thing needful, it is not likely that} lead poisoning. 


Other cases were brought to 


the dear lambs, with which they have been|light in which children bad died of meningitis, 
so responsibly entrusted to train up less for] fits, and paralytic affections, caused by milk| goodness, in that He, “the high and lofty 


earth than for heaven, will learn to fear the 
Lord from their early years, because of the 
want of true hearted faithfulness and prayer- 
fulness in the parents. For then there will be 
room for grave fears, as is written: ‘ The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the chil- 
dren’s teeth are set on edge.” 

That there are well concerned and religious 
parents who have endeavored to look to the 
Lord in the training of their dear children ; 
and to ask counsel of Him, that they might 
be enabled to direct unto the new covenant 
of life, and to bring them up in His nurture 
and admonition, but who have not seen as 
they wish the fruits of their labor and care, is 
no practical argument that the duty of those 


kept in such vessels, the acid in the fluid 
having dissolved the lead. Malic, citric, and 
other fruit acids are of course quicker and 
more energetic in their action upon the per- 
nicious alloy. The danger is the greater, be- 
cause the lead salts are cumulative poisons. 
The effect of one or two small doses may not 
be perceptible, but infinitesimal doses, con- 
stantly repeated, will in the end prove injuri- 
ous, if not fatal. Analysis of a large number 
of specimens of tin plate used in culinary arti- 
cles showed the presence of an alloy with lead 
in almost every instance, and often in large 
quantities. It is safe to assert that a large 
proportion of the tinned wares in the market 
are unfit for use on this account. 


It was at this last crisis, and with 
but one possible resource, she looked up, and 
the power of speech being gone, mentally 
cried to the Lord for help. In one moment 
after that heart-cry, she said, she felt relieved. 
From that instant a favorable change took 
iplace. The crisis had passed. 

I confess, dear reader, that I left the house 
of my friend with a twofold feeling. First, 
lof the Lord’s wonderful condescension and 
\One that inhabiteth eternity,” should be so 
merciful and so gracious in lending a listen- 
ling ear, and so interesting Himself in the 
mean affairs of His creatures, so sinful, worth- 
less, and undeserving as they are ; and second- 
ly, | thought of our extreme folly, in that, 
with such a friend and deliverer so ever-con- 
stantly at hand, and with such numberless 
and encouraging exhortations to betake our- 
selves to Him at any and all times, we should 
be 80 “slow of heart to believe,” and so loth 
to avail ourselves of privileges and advantages 
so rich, so full, so uaspeakably blessed.— Ep. 
Recorder. 
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Australian Salt Lakes.—An interesting de- 





entrusted in some measure with the care of| That we may not be accused of exciting |scription of the salt lakes of Australia is given 
immortal souls, as a sort of under shepherds, | fears which may be groundless, we will inform |by a writer in the Sydney Empire, who, speak- 
does not lie in the direction, nor is embraced|our readers how they can settle the question |ing of the salt lakes and mineral springs on 
in the requisitions herewith represented.|for themselves by a simple and easy test. Put|the Paroo, says: ‘‘ These wells are a real curi- 
Children too have their part of the responsi-|a drop of strong nitric acid on the suspected josity. Mounds of earth rise about ten or fif- 
bility to bear; and may, through wilfulness| “tin,” and rab it over a space as large as a/teen feet over the surface, no doubt thrown 
and disobedience, become prodigals from the|dime. Warm it very gently till itisdry,and|up by the force of the water; they form a 
right way of the Lord. We read of the Scrip-|then let fall two drops of a solution of iodide|kind of oasis in the wilderness, and have 
ture examples of Eli and Samuel ; the children|of potassium on the spot. If lead is presentisaved the lives of many a weary wanderer. 
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These mounds can be seen for miles. The 
water is very clear and soft. It is impreg- 
nated with magnesia, soda and alum. It is 
very palatable to drink, and I think very 
wholesome. The water does not flow after 
touching the surface ; but, as soon as it over- 
flows the fort-like basin, sinks into the earth. 
The alum and soda crack under your feet, as 
you walk around these wells, like frozen 
snow. Sand storms occasionally set in with 
great violence, sweeping along and drifting 
like snow, but in this it differs, that nothing 
is proof against its penetrating propensity. 
It enters your eyes, your nose, your mouth, 
your ears; even your very skin seems gritty 
from it, and everything is covered with it. It 
enters all culinary matters, so that while it 
lasts you are continually eating, drinking and 
wearing sand. As an instance the first even- 
ing I entered the Paroo, one of the sand 
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shine in the eyes when the head is slightly 
bent over and downward toward the work. 


For “ The Friend” 
The following document explains the cause 


In the schools in Germany this matter has|that called it forth, it therefore needs no 
already been attended to, and the rule adopted|further explanation than to say, that the 
to have all the seats and tables so arranged|“ Association,’ I understand, is composed of 


that the pupils never face the windows, but 
only have the side lights from the left; and 
as a light simultaneously thrown from two 
sides gives an interference of shadows, it bas 
been strictly forbidden to build school-rooms 
with windows on both sides, such illumina- 
tion having also proved injurious to the eyes 
of the pupils. We may add to this the ad- 
vice not to place the lamp in front of you 
when at work in the evening, but a little on 
Jone side; and never to neglect the use of a 
shade, so as to prevent the strong light shin- 
ing in the eyes. This is especially to be con- 
sidered at the present time, when kerosene 
lamps, with their intensely luminous flames, 





storms set in, and, after viewing one of those! are becoming common.—Burlington Hawkeye. 


beautiful clear lakes, in which we thought we 
could quench our thirst, having had nothing 
to drink since the morning, what was our sur- 
prise, 1 might almost say despair, to find that 
the water was salt as brine. The driving 
sand beat with such fury that we could not 
see each other on the road. Our party num- 
bered five, and I took the bridle and saddle 
off my horse and let him go to shift for him- 
self. I lay down, putting the saddle between 
myself and the storm for shelter. The morn- 
ing at last came, and I found at about five 
miles distant my party, horse and water.” 





The precious Light which shineth in the 
heart, is the everlasting Day of God, in which 
he walks, and in which he works. Blessed 
are those that walk with him, and work with 
him ; they can tell of bis mighty acts, and 
speak of his wondrous works. Those that 
walk in this Light, and are become children 
of this Day, are witnesses of the true ever- 
lasting worship, which is in the Spirit and in 
the Truth. Such are come to the substance 
and end of all the legal administrations and 
temple worship, which consisted much in daily 
killing, and daily offering of bullocks, and 
rams, and lambs, &c. Now those that are 
come to the worship in spirit, witness a daily 
dying, and a daily offering, tilldeath isknown. 
Such know, that it is easier to kill a bullock 
or aram outwardly, than to kill or mortify 
the beastly nature within ; and it is a greater 
work to witness the will wholly resigned up 
into the will of the Lord, and the thoughts 
and imaginations brought down into the obe- 
dience of the cross, than to perform the out- 
ward part of worship, commanded in the law. 
I testify to all, that those who know not the 
beastly nature slain and offered up in them- 
selves, and their thoughts and wills subjected, 
are not come to the end of the law, nor from 
under it, nor to the one everlasting offering, 
Christ Jesus.— William Shewen. 





Do not Face the Light when at Work.—Stat- 
istics kept by oculists employed in infirmaries 
for eye diseases have shown that the habit of 
some persons in facing a window from which 
the light falls directly in the eyes, as well as 





Selected. 
HYMN. 
Thine are all the gifts, O God! 
Thine the broken bread ; 
Let the naked feet be shod, 
And the starving fed. 


Let Thy children, by Thy grace, 
Give as they abound, 

Till the poor have breathing-space, 
And the lost are found. 


Wiser than the miser’s hoards 
Is the giver’s choice ; 

Sweeter than the song of birds 
Is the thankful voice. 


Welcome smiles on faces sad 
As the flowers of spring ; 
Let the tender hearts be glad 
With the joy they bring. 


Happier for their pity’s sake 
Make their sports and plays, 
And from lips of childhood take 


Thy perfected praise ! 
John G. Whittier. 





Selected. 
GROWING OLD. 
And now I know I’m growing old— 
I saw to-day my wavy hair 
All mixed with silver, and am told 
I shall no more be young, or fair. 


As I look back along the way, 
Where peace and plenty have been mine, 
Through faith I look to Him and say, 
“Tl trust and wait by grace divine.” 


The busy scenes of earthly life, 

All filled with plans and hopes and fears ; 
And earnest toil, and manly strife, 

Make up the sum of all our years, 


Like fleeting clouds in summer sky, 
Or vapor rising from the sea, 

We pass from earth to Him on high, 
To spend a long eternity. 


And when no more the radiant sun, 

Shall shine for me as in the past ; 

With faith complete and duty done 

May Christ and heaven be mine at last. 
Christian Secretary. 
———~+s—___ 

The last German triumph in chemical sci- 
ence is a method of keeping fish fresh by im- 
pregnating it, by means of hydraulic pressure, 


on the work, injure their eyes in the end.| with a weak solution of salicylic acid, a new 
The best way is to work with a side light,| antiseptic, originally extracted from willow 
or, if the work needs strong illuminations, so} bark, but since found in large proportions in 
that it is necessary to have the working table| meadow-sweet, (spirwa ulmaria.) The fish is 
before the window, the lower portion of the|}then packed in boxes and covered with gela- 


latter should be covered with a screen, so as|tine, to prevent its drying. 


A short soaking 


to have a top light alone, which does not|in water restores it to pristine freshness. 


young members of our religious Society, in 
the southern part of Kansas, who are desirous 
to improve themselves in literary knowledge, 
and especially in a knowledge of the approved 
writings of Friends. The “conference” was 
held under the sanction and oversight of the 
Quarterly Meeting’s Committee. 

There is nothing new in the “ Address,” but 
it is cheering to find such evidence of religious 
soundness and zeal among a portion of the 
rising generation in the Society, and it justi- 
fies the hope that there will yet be witnessed 
in many places, the “battle ordered” by 
“ young men, the princes of the provinces.” 


An Address on Plainness of Speech, issued by 
The Young Friends’ Christian Association of 
Kansas, held at Spring River, First month 
5th, 1879. 


In the Programme of a Bible School Con- 
ference, recently held in one of the Quarterly 
Meetings of Kansas Yearly Meeting, appears 
the following as to time: “ Dec. 27 and 28,” 
“Fri. Dec. 27,” and “Sat. Dec. 28.” The 
Young Friends’ Christian Association of Kan- 
sas, desires by this, to call the attention of all 
its own members, of all young Friends, and 
of elderly Friends, who are concerned for the 
maintenance of the truth, as held by all sound 
Friends, to this public display of the depar- 
tures from the Orthodox practice of the So- 
ciety of Frionds. We do this, that we may 
express our disapproval and condemnation of 
such departures, and that we may faithfully 
bear our testimony, that however much the 
‘offence of the cross’’ may have ceased to 
such as have gone out into the spirit of the 
world, yet to such as are of a “pure and ten- 
der conscience,” there has been no abatement 
of Truth’s requisitions concerning the testi- 
mony so long borne by Friends, for “ plain- 
ness of speech.” By the divine call to purity 
and truth, the entire body of early Friends as 
they were obedient to the teaching of Christ, 
were lead to adopt that simplicity in the use 
of language, which for more than two cen- 
turies, has been found by experience to be a 
testimony required of all Friends, who not by 
profession only, but in reality were willing to 
submit to the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 

We present the subject for consideration as 
follows : 

ist. The use of Thee and Thou, and the dis- 
use of you for a single person. 

2nd. The disuse of all flattering or compli- 
mentary titles, 

3rd. The disuse of the names of the days 
and months, and the use of the proper num- 
bers. 

As to the 1st, Friends believe that Thee 
and Thou to one person, is not only strictly 
true, but a proper use of language. 

In support of this position, George Fox, 
with the assistance of John Stubbs and Ben- 
jamin Faurly, wrote and published a book 
showing that the usage of thirty languages, 
was in unity with the practice of Friends. 
Thee and Thou is the language of the Bible; 
it is the language used in addressing the Deity, 
by those who do not use it in common con- 
versation. Friends believe that you is not 
properly singular, asit is always used with a 
plural verb. To address one person as more 
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frauds and impostures that have been car-|to go to a servant when the Master invites| 


ried on under the name of spiritualism, have 
thriven on this confusion. People see won- 
derful things, and, failing to discern any ma- 
terial agency, they declare there isnone. The 
first assertion, i. e. of what they saw, may be 
a fact, but the second is only an inference, 
which they are at liberty to accept for them- 
selves if they please; but they have no right 
to feel burt or injured if others, reasoning 
from the same premises in a different way, 
prefer a different conclusion. 

Sometimes these inferences are so obvious 
and natural that they appeal at once to the 
common sense of every one, and are accepted 
without hesitation. Yet even here the dis- 
tinction should be borne in mind. A person 
goes out of doors, for example, and sees that 
the ground is wet, water is running from the 
spouts, pedestrians are drenched, and from 
these facts he infers that it has rained. The 
inference is so reasonable that no one will 
dispute it, yet it materially differs in nature 
from the facts which he saw and which led 
him to the conclusion. Similar effects have 
always followed rain, therefore they are at 
once accepted as proofs of it; yet, were they 
questioned and other causes assigned for them, 
it would be fair matter for investigation. On 
the other band, if upon going out the same 
person saw the rain actually descending upon 
the streets and pattering upon the roofs, his 
statement that it was raining would not be 
an inference, but the utterance of a simple 
fact. 

Perhaps nothing would so much tend to 
change the bitter controversy to amicable in- 
vestigation as this coming down to first prin-| 
ciples in our statements. When anything 
one says is questioned, the first thing to do is 
to clear away the inferences that are em- 
bodied in it. When that is done the chances | 
are ten to one that the facts, thus simplified, 
will be accepted, and we can then together 
compare and examine the inferences that! 
each party draws. No dispute can continue} 
under such treatment; it will be crushed in 
the bud, but truth may thus be discovered | 
which no amount of wrangling or contention 
could ever disclose. 

Another most important effect of keeping 
this distinction ever in mind is the safety it 
guarantees against one’s one delusions. When 
we find out what is fact, and what is infer-| 


ence, we shall know what to accept and what |the Lord, which is spiritual. 


to question. It is he who thus marshals the 
forces within him for observation and scrutiny | 
that will be the most cautious in his asser- 
tions; and the statement of one who is per- 
fectly willing to submit them to criticism 
will always be the most trustworthy.— Public 
Ledger. 





“ Come Unto Me.”—A German duke lay 
dying. Anxious about his soul, he spoke to 
some around him. One advised him to pray 
to the Virgin, another to Saint this, and an- 
other to Saint that, when a trusty, godly cour- 
tier said, “ Your Highness, straight forward 
makes the best runner! Go direct to Christ, 
and turn not aside for Virgin, saint, or Pope. 
Jesus says, ‘Come unto me,’ and ‘Him that 
cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out.’ 
We need no spokesman, nor saint, nor angel 
between us and our Saviour. He who bids 


us to Himself.” 


a 


It is the standing wonder to every visitor 
to Pompeii, how the people could live with 
such narrow streets; or how the carts or car- 
riages, whose ruts he sees deeply worn, in the 
stone pavement, could find a place to pass 
each other. But as he comes to the forum, 
he sees that ample space was provided for an 
out-of-door mass-meeting. At Ephesus one 
can easily trace out the several forums, and 
the agora, which we commonly translate by 
‘‘market,” or market place; where Demetrius 
probably gathered those of his craft, and 
whence the crowd rushed Paul’s companion 
into the theatre close by, where they cried 
“ Great is Diana of the Ephesians !” This mar- 
ket of the Grecks, and one sort of forum of 
the Romans, answered to what is here called 
“street.” It was where the Pharisees loved 
salutations; where the children sat whom 
Jesus likened to the men of his generation ; 
where Paul and Silas were dragged before the 
rulers at Philippi, and where Paul discussed 
daily with the men of Athens. 

At the present day, those Orientals who 
have learned English have in their mind so 
firmly the distinction between an oriental, 
narrow street, and a wide occidental street, 
where people may assemble in crowds, that 
they explain the latter sort by the word 
“market.’’ The writer has talked with many 
young Syrians, who knew English tolerably, 


that “street” in English means the same 
thing as their word for street. The idea of 
people assembling in the street seemed absurd 
to them. On the other hand, the English 
word “ market,” to them, meant nothing more 
than a place of assembly, or place where peo- 
ple were in the habit of going in order to 
meet the business men of the town; much like 
a modern club-room, or reading-room. That 


‘it is a place to sell provisions or wares seems 


to be the last idea that enters their minds. 
Such are the ideas they work out for them- 
selves, from the native use of their own words, 
and the habits of their country.—J. H. Hall. 


———_+ as 


It is very precious, not only when we meet 


‘together, but at all times, to feel our minds 


exercised by, and meditating in, the law of 
Those that are 


who could not be readily brought to believe |. 


Amber. 

The following interesting facts in regard to 
the origin, location and method of collecting 
that beautiful substance known as “amber” 
are collated from an article prepared for Apple. 
ton’s Journal. From it we learn that amber 
is found on the western half of the coast of 
East Prussia, and is that immemorial fabulous 
mineral of which the Pheenicians, those shrewd 
Hebrews of antiquity, managed to keep the 
monopoly up for centuries by spreading terri- 
ble stories about the place of its discovery, 
This natural treasure, once prized as much as 
gold, is an extremely fluid resin which gushed 
forth in that period of creation which we call 
the tertiary, from certain coniferous (piny) 
varieties of the mighty forest which then cov- 
ered great tracts of the Northern continent. 
Continual discoveries of small creatures im- 
prisoned in amber, and frequently caught in 
the most animated positions, indicate the rapid 
flow of the plentifully, excreted resin. From 
their first cradle, the soil of the amber forest, 
and so, by the agency of some natural process 
which we do not yet thoroughly understand, 
these masses of resin were carried some dis- 
tance off, and deposited at the bottom of the 
tertiary sea, which, little by little, enveloped 
them in a stratum of blueish clay marl, and 
completed the gradual process of their petri- 
faction. This now eagerly sought “ blue earth,” 
the modern amber gold-vein, covered over by 
the strata of the latter (diluvian and alluvial) 
geoligical periods, is now supposed to per- 
meate the entire peninsula of Samland, which 
is thus characterized as having risen from the 
ocean. In the northwestern portion of the 
peninsula its presence is scientifically demon- 
strated over, perhaps, one hundred and fifty 
square miles, and at varying depths, it being 
along the coast hillsas much as forty feet under 
water. Granting to this stratum a medium 
thickness of ten feet, we have here a subter- 
ranean treasury of stupendous value. But 
where did the Baltic sea get its provision of 
loose, floating amber which appeared in the 
world’s markets before Nero’s famous amber 
triumph, and which seems even now inex- 
haustible? Clearly nowhere else than from 
this same blue amber stratum, which stretch- 
ing northward, as also some fifty miles west- 
ward toward Dantzic, under the ocean basin, 
has been, through some grading of the latter, 
laid bare and gnawed away by the action of 
the stormy waves. While in some places the 


exercised in this law of the Spirit of Life, and | process of collecting is carried on by dredging, 
walk in obedience to it, no evil nor tempta-|the waves act here on a large scale just as do 
tion shall prevail against; but they will wit-|heavy dredges on a smaller scale in the sand 
ness salvation for walls and bulwarks. Some/stratum at Schwarzort, where dredges are 
were witnesses of old that the law of the Lord |used entirely. Here, when the wind is in the 
was pure and perfect. Many are witnesses of| right quarter, the mineral which has been torn 
the same now, and know it so by the opera-|from its bed is driven toward the land, along 
tion of it; and know themselves subjects of| with its inseparable companion the sea tang, 
that law which is spiritual within, which|or amber weed, and is fished out with bag-nets 
judgeth every vain thought, and every idle|by the villagers, whom its appearance calls in 
word, and bringeth down every vain imagina-|haste to the beach. During this operation, 
tion. the men, standing breast deep in the water, 

It is a blessed state, to be meditating in this|shake out the contents of the nets to the 
law day and night; for I testify, that this law|women and children, who stay further back, 
of the Spirit of Life within, was man’s rule,|to be by them more thoroughly examined— 
whereby he walked innocently and uprightly,|a work which, especially in the late autumn, 
before transgression entered, and before out-|when the sharp northwest wind turns the 
ward characters were invented, or before any|spray, which often washes over their heads, 
outward law was written or engraved on tables|to icicles, can hardly be called sport. ‘Tho 





us come will bid us welcome. There is no 
impertinence in coming to the throne when 
we are called; but rather is it unmannerly 


of stone. To this again are many called, and | large pieces of this valuable mineral, however, 
many are coming and come; and for ever|often sink wrapped in masses of tang, far out- 
blessed are those that walk therein, and are|side of the surf, stopped by big stones, by 
ruled thereby:— William Shewen. which latter they get covered through the 
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sport of the waves. To get at this booty the|when at an age to put on buttoned clothes, 
amber hunters wait until complete calm sets|his feclings had been hurt to see how fantasti- 
in, and then begins the other method, hither-|cally their clothes were made, so many need- 
to customary—the so-called amber spearing.|less buttons, &c. 

They use long spears with tips of different} After he withdrew, the way was left open 
shapes, or, in case of necessity, heavy, two-|for many exercised minds to obtain some re- 
pronged, crooked forks. One party turn the/lief. Sarah Cresson strengthened the concern 
superincumbentstones, while another set, with| by adding her portion, believing, as she said, 
similarly long bag-nets, catch and draw out|the time was coming that the Babylonish 
the amber weed. An unusually rich deposit} garment would be searched out; that though 
of this kind—in this case, probably amber|some might say these were little things; yet 
which has been driven up for centuries and|they were an outward and visible sign of in- 
covered with heavy blocks and rabble—exists| ward want: encouraged heads of families to 
on a tract of perhaps six hundred paces in|be faithful to those placed under their care. 
length and four hundred in breadth at the foot}Take time to sit down in retirement with 
of the northwest point of Brustevort, which|their little ones, that so a blessing might at- 
is exposed to the existing currents of all the;tend. She expressed a hope, that by dis- 
waves and winds. To get at this reef or riff|charging their duty in these respects, a little 
amber, which is greatly valued on account ofj|army would be raised up for the Lord, from 
its beautiful color and quality, all sorts of ex-|among the youth in this Yearly Meeting, who 
periments have been tried. As the above/would stand faithful for the law and testi- 
described manipulation of spearing proved|mony. ‘There was much solemnity over the 
insufficient, on account of the superincumbent|meeting under these communications; no 
blocks of stones, recourse was had to heavy|doubt it was the language of the Spirit to the 
nippers and hand screws, by means of which|church, through these instruments. 

the colossal rocks were heaved out upon rafts,} There was one part of dear T. Shillitoe’s 
but was not successful. But, at last, acouple|concern which Lomitted. In speaking of the 
of French mechanicians, well acquainted with|children’s dress,—it prepared the way for de- 
diving, were sent to Brustevort, where they|partures as they grew up, and often was the 
have formed a corps of skilful divers, and this|means of introducing them into unsuitable 
method has proved a success. company, whereby there were outgoings in 
marriage. 





Selected for “‘ The Friend.” 
Some account of the Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia, 
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of 1329 . Power is - memes eg It is 
ae ais nown simply its results. Gravitation 

From the Memoir of Hannah Williams. that suas of ol material powers, eente. 
Seventh-day morning, met at 9 o’clock.||essly active, everywhere potent, is wholly be- 
Shortly after the meeting settled,‘men Friends yond our research, or even our conception. 
informed us that ‘Thomas Shillitoe wished to] Where are those cords, stronger than steel, 
pay a visit to women’s meeting; which being| which bind the planets to their centres ? 
united with he came, and was favored to ad-| Where are those unseen ties that like a uni- 
dress the youth with an earnest call, which|versal net-work envelop every atom in the 
he believed would not always be extended to|air, and makes it full to the earth, and not 
the children of this people ; but if disregarded merely to the earth, but in-a direct line toward 
and slighted, not being willing to deny them-|the center of the earth, though it be thou- 
selves and come forward in tne Lord’s cause] sands of miles away, and can never be reached? 


of truth and righteousness, that the very |It seems an emblem of God, filling all space, | 


stones of the street would cry out, and those/operating through all matter. If the dream 
from highways and hedges would be called in| of astronomers be trae, that not only second. 
to take their places—even the places of the| aries surround their planets, and planets their 
children of professing Abraham. 
the fervency and earnest travail of this faith-|of immense systems, and all these centres 


ful servant did indeed claim the very close) through the immensity of space move round | 


‘attention of all. 
pelcall. He then addressed the female heads) magnitude of a force that can thus operate 
of families; encouraged them so to manage| through infinite space with precisely the same 
their domestic matters, as to have more quiet! law of attraction for vast worlds and for in- 
in their families. His mind had often been | finitesimal atoms? It is a force never seen, 
pained to see the bustle and hurry many were|and_ yet it operates alike in the sunshine and 
in; hardly time to sit down at all; that in!the dark. 
consequence of their tables being furnished|jts myriads of worlds singing and shining on 
with such a variety, they were much engaged | their way. Think of that ‘magnetic power 
in cooking ; that three times a day to cook which makes the steel filings, though in a 
warm victuals, kept the female head and her| mass of dust and rubbish, and clippings of tin 
help (if she had any) almost all day cooking} and brass, leave them all and fly up and kiss 
and washing dishes, that time for retirement/the magnet. It touches that pivoted needle, 
or reading was precluded. He gave solid ad-/and lives and treasure are secure upon the 
vice respecting silence before meals, that as| stormy ocean in the darkest night by its un- 
this practice was carefully observed with|erring guidance. The winds blow ever so 
hearts of gratitude for bodily refreshment, | fiercely, the cold comes ever so freezingly, the 
their souls would sometimes be spiritually re-| waves roll ever so furiously, and the vessel 
freshed. He mentioned, also, his exercises on| pitches and sinks as though it would be sub- 
account of the manner in which mothers dress| merged, and yet that strange influence, un- 
their children in infant life ; though to appear-/seen, unheard, unfelt even by the most sensi- 
ance, tolerably consistent themselves, yet, by| tive nerves, holds the needle in its place. Who 
their conduct in these matters, proved they/can tell what is power? We see it in its 
Were not abiding under the power of the cross/ effects, we measure it in its results. So with 


in themselves. Mentioned the little boys,'spiritual power. Wo cannot tell “ whence it 





I thought/suns, but that suns revolve around the centre | 


I did believe it to be a gos-|one great centre, who can even conceive the| 


It is never heard, and yet it sends! 
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cometh, or whither it goeth ;” but it breathes 
upon the haman spirit—the stormy passions 
subside; falsehood, fraud, lust, and avarice 
disappear; and truth, purity, meekness, and 
love reign supreme in the soul. It is a trans- 
mutation beyond what the philosopher sought 
in the fabled stone whose touch would trans- 
mute into gold. It is a new creation from 
the breath of Him who created all worlds 
and breathed into all spirits. Spiritual power 
is not beauty of presence nor dignity of form. 
It is not learning, nor rhetoric, nor logic, nor 
oratory ; but it can use these for its one great 
end. It can burn and shine in the highest 
|periods of the most eloquent speaker, and it 
can thrill in the accents of the unlettered man. 
It can invest the words that drop from the 
mother’s lips, and it can wing the lispings of 
the little child. It can use all there is of a 
human being, and of his acquirements, for the 
glory of God and for the advancement of his 
Church.— Bishop Simpson. 
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SECOND MONTH 15, 1879. 





We have received a letter from one of our 
subscribers in a distant State, requesting the 
| discontinuance of his paper on the ground of 
dissatisfaction with its teachings om the great 
subject of man’s salvation. LIlis own views 
are evidently identical, or nearly so, with 
those advocated in the Tract called Archibald 
Boyle, which was commented on in No. 24, 
of our present volume; according to which 
salvation is in our reach at any moment we 
ichoose to stretch forth our hand and take it, 
iby exercising faith in the atonement of our 
|Saviour, which faith we have in our pos- 
| seeston, or it will be given us of God, when- 
ever we choose to use it. He objects to our 
teaching, that “we must be born again,” in 
connection with the doctrine that ‘ any faith 
‘we can put forth is only intellectual and there- 





‘fore superficial,” as inducing persons “ to re- 
lsign themselves to an unsatisfied, anxious 
life.”’ 

We notice this letter in this manner, be- 
cause we consider it as a fair exposition of 
‘religious views which have largely spread 
They have 
caused in ourselves some searching of heart, 
with a desire not to be found in opposition to 
anything which bears the impress of the Di- 
vine sanction. It is easy to see how attrac- 
tive they may prove to those who can per- 
suade themselves of their truth. When the 
Spirit of Christ brings us under condemnation 
\for sin, and we feel the terrors of the Lord for 
disobedience, and lis cleansing baptisms, 
which are compared in the Scriptures to fire, 
and are hard to endure; what a relief it would 
often be to us to believe, not only that a door 
of reconciliation with the Father was opened 
to us through the atoning sacrifice of the Sa- 
viour, but also that it was not needful for us 
to submit to such suffering, since Christ had 
borne all our sufferings for us. Is it wonder- 
ful that many, even of those who would not 
willingly go astray, should incautiously im- 
bibe the doctrine that no such tedious and 
trying process—no such fiery baptism—was 
necessary to be endured, as they had formerly 
supposed ; but that they might safely cast it 
‘all off, be freed from all anxiety and care, and 
‘walk perpetually in a sunny pathway? 


‘in our Society of latter times. 
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We have not been able to find sufficient evi- 
dence of the truth of this self-pleasing theory, 
either in the language of the sacred Scrip- 
tures, or in the dealings of the Lord with 
those who, having come out of great tribula- 
tion, have washed their robes and made them 
white io the blood of the Lamb. Our Society 
has ever firmly held that all merit and all 
worthiness is in Christ alone, that our salva- 
tion is of pure mercy, and that we have noth- 
ing of our own to trust to; but it has held with 
equal firmness the truth, that all who are 
saved must be brought into communion with 
Christ, into a participation in His holy, pure 
nature, and that this is effected in man by the 
operations of His own Divine Spirit: that 
while our sins are forgiven for the sake of Him 
who died on the cross that we might obtain 
eternal life, yet that we can have no part in 
that salvation unless Lie wash us: that this 
washing is that baptism which is declared to 
be “with the Holy Ghost and with fire ;” that 
the corruptions of the heart must be burnt up 
with His “ unquenchable fire.” 

It was to bear testimony to this practical 
way of obtaining a sure salvation, that our 


Society was raised up in the beginning. Its} 
eaily members endeavored to draw people off 


from a dependence on outward rites and cere- 
monies, or on any works of their own, and to 
fix them on Christ Jesus, both in his outward 
coming in the prepared body, and in his second 
coming in the hearts of men as a sanctifier 
and redeemer from the power of sin. Their 
experience and the effect of their teaching, 
were the very reverse of that ‘‘ unsatisfied life” 
to which the letter of our subscriber refers. 
On the contrary, many of them have testified 
that through patient endurance of the refin- 
ing operations of the Lord, and obedient fol- 
lowing of the guidance of his Holy Spirit, 
they came to experience a state of peace and 
settlement, and true satisfaction of mind, look- 
ing unto the Lord for preservation from day 
to day, and knowing their sins to be forgiven 
through faith in His blessed Son—a faith 
which was of the operation of God. Yet they 
were preserved from presumptuous security, 


fully accepting the warning of our Saviour— 


“ Watch and pray lest ye enter into tempta- 


tion ;” and of His apostle—“ Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling,” “ Let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 


he fall.” 


We desire that our distant friend, and all 


THE FRIEND. 


An elaborate report on Alaska, by a special agent of|strike is between 50,000 and 60,000. A military force 
the Treasury Department, makes it appear the country|is on hand to assist in preserving order if necessary, 


is far from worthless, and besides valuable timber, and 
fisheries, possesses rich mines of gold, silver and copper. 

In the year 1873, the United States exported paper 
and stationery, to the value of $662,332, and the imports 
amounted to $1,326,400. In the year 1878, the im- 
ports had fallen to $135,487, and the exports increased 
to $1,108,318. 

Over fifty thousand tea plants have been distributed 
lately in the Middle and Southern States, by the Bureau 
of Agriculture. In three or four years, these plants 


Five hundred men were brought from Glasgow on the 
10th, to work on the Cunard docks. 

Information has been received from Cape Town, that 
a British column, consisting of a part of the 24th regi- 
ment, a battery of artillery, and 600 native anxiliari 
was utterly annihilated on the 21st ult., by 20,000 Zulus, 
who captured a valuable convoy of wagons, oxen, am- 
munition, provision, &c. The British force, it is said, 
has been compelled to recross the borders. 

In Russia, the plague is said to have made its ap- 


should be large enough to permit a full picking of| pearance in a few places outside the previously infected 


leaves. 


district. Numerous sanitary, municipal, provincial 


Cotton warehouses are to be built at New Orleans] and other committees are organizing, with the object of 
sufficient to accommodate 2,000,000 bales of cotton each} promoting cleanliness among the poorer classes, especi- 
season, and a site has been selected with a river front-|ally in Moscow and St. Petersburg. 


age of about half a mile in length. Every bale will be 


The authorities of Malta have decided to impose a 


exposed to view, and each one can be taken out, with-| quarantine of twenty-one days on vessels arriving from 
out removing any other; these will be handled by} Russian ports in the Black Sea and Sea of Azoff. Quar- 
travelling hydrauliccranes. The yards will be covered | antine has also been ordered in all the Spanish ports, 


by glass roofs, and the entire levee, by an iron roof. 


Bismarck’s Parliamentary Discipline bill, has been 


There will be eight presses, each capable of turning out|so modified by the Committee of the Federal Council, 
2,000 bales of compressed cotton every twenty-four|as in great part to relieve it of its offensive character, 


hours. 
The citizens of Omaha and vicinity, have shipped a 


and in this form passed the Reichstag by one vote. 
The new President of France, in his message to the 


car-load of flour’to Scotland for the relief of the desti-| Chambers, says: “The National Assembly in raising 
tute people of Glasgow. Free transportation has been|me to the Presidency has imposed great duties upon 


furnished to New York by the railroad companies, and | me. 


to Glasgow by the Anchor Line Steamship Company. 


I shall apply myself unremittingly to their ac- 
complishment. Sincerely submissive to the great law 


During the past year, 5634 immigrants arrived at|of parliamentary government, I shall never enter into 
this port from foreign countries; 3474 males, and 2163 |conflict with the national will, conveyed through its 


females. The countries from which they came were 
Austria, 69; Belgium, 183; Cuba, 1; Denmark, 82; 


constitutional organs. In the application of the laws 
which give to our general policy its character and aim, 


England, 1010; France, 194; Germany, 1434; Greece, | the Government will be influenced by the spirit where- 


2; Holland, 44; Hungary, 5; Ireland, 968; West In-| in those laws were dictated. 


It will be liberal and just 


dies, 4; Italy, 377 ; Norway, 576 ; Russia, 40; Scotland,| towards all—the protector of all legitimate interests, 
73; Spain, 6; Sweden, 437 ; Switzerland, 109; Turkey,|and the resolute defender of the interests of the State.” 


2; Wales, 18. 


Five members of the Cabinet, as now constituted, 


The statistics of visitors to Fairmount Park during] are Protestants. 


the past year, entering at points where records are kept, 


Henry M. Stanley, the explorer, has agreed to lead 


aggregate 671,537 one-horse vehicles, 402,666 two-horse|the Belgian exploring expedition, which is soon to 
vehicles, 69 four-horse vehicles, and 4 six-horse vehi-|start for Africa. 


cles ; equestrians, 67,404; pedestrians, 3,378,917 ; one- 


horse sleighs, 6890 ; two-horse sleighs, 3507. 


The commercial visitors from the _ States to 
Mexico, have been received in a most™hospitable man- 


The total value of exports from Philadelphia, for last| ner by both government and people. 


month, was $3,198,499. 


According to the recent report of the Post-Master 


During the week ending on the 8th inst., there were| General of Japan, there are 3792 post-offices now in 
in New York 602 deaths; and in this city for the same] operation, and 6455 receptacles for mails. They have 


period 353 : 227 of whom were adults. 


street letter boxes in their principal cities, and a system 


Markets, &c.—The following were quotations on the| of free delivery. The whole number of newspapers, 
8th inst. U.S. sixes, 1881, 106); do. 5’s, 104} ; 44 per} letters, books, samples, &c., carried during the year, 
cents, registered, 105; coupon, 1063; 4 per cents, 100} ;) was 47,192,286, of which more than 25,000,000 were 
5-20s, 1867, 102}; do. 1868, 103. letters, and 9,616,137 were Japanese newspapers. There 

Cotton.—The demand continues limited, but prices} were 10,036,900 postal cards, The department is self- 
were unchanged. sustaining, and earns a surplus for the government. 

Petroleam.—Crude 8} cts. in barrels, and standard |The system has been in use about seven years, and ex- 
white, 9} cts. for export, and 11} a 12} cts. per gallon| tends completely over the country, and is working ap- 
for home use. parently with as much smoothness and accuracy as our 

Flour.—Minnesota extra, $4.25 a $5 for medium to] own of which it is a close copy. 
fancy; Penna. $4.50 a $4.75; western, $4.80 a $5.50; 


and for patent $5.50 a $5.75. Rye flour, $2.60 a $2.75 


per barrel WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 

Grain—Wheat, prices are firmer—Penna. red, $1.03|, The Committee on Instruction of Westtown Board- 
a $1.05; do. amber, $1.05 a $1.06. Corn, 43 a 45 cts, ing School, meet at the Committee Room in Philadel- 
per bushel. Oats, 29 a 31 cts. per bushel. phia, on Seventh-day, 2d mo, 26th, at 10 a.m. 





those among us who hold similar views, may | Hay and Straw—Average price during the week : 


seriously consider the advice given by Thomas 
Story to one of bis correspondents in the year 
1715: “And now, dear friend, I recommend 
thee to God ; exhorting thee to believe in His 
Grace given thee through Christ Jesus the 
Lord; even in the ingrafted Word which is 
* For through 
faith in the true Light, and walking therein, 
is not only the true church-fellowship, but 
also there, and not otherwise, doth the blood 


able to save thy soul. * * 


of Christ the Son cleanse from all unrighteous 
ness.” 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Unitep Srates.—The total tonnage of anthracite 
coal from all the regions for the week ending on the 
Ist inst., was 311,073 tons, against 235,206 tons in cor- 
For the coming year, 
the trade is said to bear an unusually promising out- 
look. It is generally conceded the amount of coal in 


responding week of last year. 


stock is unusually light. 


There are 179,204 miles of telegraph wire in this 
country. Britain has 108,000 miles; Russia, 31,000 ;|tinues, and they have been joined by some sailors and 
It is estimated that the number now on 


France, 25,000; Canada, 20,000; Germany, 19,000. 





Prime timothy, 60 a 70 cts. per 100 pounds ; mixed, 40 


a 55 cts.; straw, 55 a 65 cts. per 100 pounds. 


Beef cattle were in demand this week, and prices 
firm—3295 head were sold at 3} a 5} cts. per pound as 
to condition. Sheep sold at 4a 6 cts., and hogs at 5 a 


6} cts. per pound as to quality. 


A bill allowing women to practise as attorneys before 
the United States Supreme Court has been passed by 


Congress, and goes to the President. 


Foreign.—Telegrams from London on the 10th, 
quotes U.S. bonds at 106} for the new 5’s, 103} for the 
Silver 


1867’s, 107 for 10-40’s, and 108§ for new 4}’s 
is quoted at 49}d. per ounce. 


The Bank of England is nearly 185 years old. It 
was constituted as a joint stock company, with a capital 
Nothing 
less than a £5 note is ever issued, and no note is issued 


of £1,200,000, and now employs 800 men. 


a second time. 


The excitement which has existed for some weeks in 
reference to the disease among American cattle, has 
much subsided. The Government now intimates, that 
unless future shipments prove the existence of the 
disease, they have no intention of taking steps toward 


interference with the trade. 


The strike of the dock laborers at Liverpool con- 


other classes. 


JosePH WALTON, Clerk. 





FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadelphia. 
Physician and Superintendent—Joun C. Hatt, M.D. 
Applications for the Admission of Patients may be 
made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Board of 
Managers. 





MARRIED, in Friends’ meeting, at Spring river, on 
the 25th of 12th mo. 1878, Hiram Picket, of Cotton- 
wood Monthly Meeting, to Syrena Picker, of the 
first named meeting. 

, at Friends’ meeting, West Chester, Pa., on 
the 6th inst., JonATHAN TOMLINSON and ALVENA 
BurRKE, both of West Chester. 











Diep, at her residence, near Barnesville, Belmont 
Co., Ohio, on the 16th of Ist mo. 1879, Puarrpa, wife 
of Peter Sears, in the 57th year of her age, a member 
of Stillwater Monthly and Particular Meeting. She 
was very earnest in the attendance of meetings, when 
her health would permit, and was deeply imbued with 
the principles of Friends. Her friends have the com- 
forting hope that she is now among the number “ which 
came out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes and ciate them white in the blood-of the Lamb.” 


P: 


